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Joshua Jade (J.J.) ’01 says he’s “Finally 
making some proper music again with, 
and by, some fellow CalArtians—The 
Sonic Liberation Players—based in the 
’burbs of Boston, with Rachel Barringer, 
Jessica Tunick Berens, Andrea Lieberherr 
Douglass, Kristin Olson, and Trevor Berens. 
Other than that, I’m just running an art 
gallery and raising an 11-year-old. Give a 
shout if you are in my neck of the woods.”

Peter Ksander ’01 says his design for 
composer Travis Just ’02 and writer/director 
Kara Feely’s Opera, It’s All True, (built from 
the sonic detritus of post-hardcore band 
Fugazi’s live archive, minus the songs), had 
its North American premiere at La Mama 
ETC in New York City.

The solo show of Kate McCabe ’01, The 
Doomsday Optimist, opened this past March 
at the Taylor Junction gallery in Joshua Tree, 
California. Inspired in part by the renewed 
threat of nuclear proliferation, the recent 
time change of the Doomsday Clock, and 
the history of former President Reagan’s 
failed attempts to stop the arms race, these 
works stare intelligently and humorously 
into the void. A world where skulls can make 
a rainbow and cakes fill the emptiness, 
McCabe turns the idea of nihilism around 
to a paradoxical Nihilistic Hopefulism. 
Featuring new paintings, mixed media, and 
nihilistic prayer flags, these strange pieces 
offer a reprieve of sorts in which we can be 
reminded that everything will be OK. Kate 
will also return to Lichtenberg Studios in 
Berlin this fall for another month-long Artist 
in Residency.

Fill Marc Sagadraca ’02 says, “I recently 
directed episodes for an as yet unannounced 
animated series for Netflix at Bento Box 
Entertainment.”

Martina Secondo Russo ’02 reports 
that after graduation, she moved back 
to NYC and opened MF Gallery (with her 
husband Frank Russo) in 2003. This 
summer, MF Gallery will be celebrating its 

June 2018. The work explores the creative act 
of memory-making and examines memo-
ry’s effects through time. Arianne is also 
Adjunct Faculty at Cal State University Long 
Beach, Pasadena City College, and Glendale 
Community College.  B

The latest novel of Gwendolyn Womack 
’98, The Fortune Teller, became a USA 
Today Bestseller. The book is a histor-
ical thriller that follows the world’s first 
tarot cards through time, published by 
Picador/Macmillan. 

Joy Gregory ’99 is writing and producing 
the CBS drama, Madam Secretary. Her 
episode “Good Bones” was a finalist for the 
2017 Humanitas Prize.

Tom Hiel ’99 says “I wrote music for the hit 
TV show, The Practice, and the films, A Plumm 
Summer, with Henry Winkler, and Under Still 
Waters with Lake Bell! Also orchestrated and 
provided additional music for Red Eye, Angel 
Eyes, Cursed, Rugrats in Paris, and Rugrats Go 
Wild. I enjoyed immensely my classes with 
Stephen L. Mosko and Mort Subotnick.

Shellie O’brien (Kvilvang) ’99 checks in: 
“When not juggling two kids and a flat-
faced cat, I’m Supervising Director and 
Show Runner on a new re-boot series. Most 
recently I boarded on the third SpongeBob 
feature for Paramount, in addition to writing 
and story consulting for Hasbro Studios. My 
fondest memory of CalArts would be going 
to the release of the Star Wars prequels and 
being too tired to know if they sucked or not! 

I live in Santa Clarita with my family, and 
our kids attend a super cool creative school 
called SCVi!”

Marjam Oskoui ’99 would like to announce 
her “collaboration with Nathaniel Eras 
opening up our venue, #vertexx, in down-
town LA—a culture club where we explore 
techno music and immersive art at the 
intersection of mind exploring experiences. 
Please join us!”

Todd Simon ’99 reports that his horn 
arrangements are featured on Macklemore’s 
platinum selling single ‘Glorious.’ He also 
performed with Portugal the Man at the 
American Music Awards and contributed 
to a Timberland/Foot Locker campaign 
featuring the legendary rapper, Nas. The 
fifth installment of Todd’s #JazzOn45 series 
is an all-45 tribute mixtape to the recently 
deceased South African trumpeter Hugh 
Masekela that has been featured in the maga-
zine Wax Poetics. His DJ/musician jam night, 
#HodgepodgeLA, has relocated to the brand 
new Apotheke, while his African-Jazz project, 
Ethio Cali, was performed at the Regent 
Theater (opening up for Antibalas) and at 
the Bombay Beach Biennale this past March. 
Ethio-Cali will also be performed at Music 
Tastes Good Festival on Sept. 30. Todd will be 
the conductor/orchestrator for Carl Craig’s, 
Versus, an orchestral/Detroit House project 
performing worldwide.  C

Double Ohs 
Joseph LoPiccolo ’00 reports that he 
continues to teach at College of the Canyons 
and Mt. San Antonio College where he has 
been Guitar Faculty since 2002 and 2001 
respectively. In September he performed 
solo at the 15th “Festival Chitarristico 
Internazionale Delle Due Città” in Treviso 
Italy. In January, he performed duo in Rome 
with Bass Player (and former member of 

Bobby Brewer-Wallin ’98 says, “2017 
included costume design for Lear’s 
Daughters, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls 
(Willamette University), You in Midair (New 
Expressive Works), The Events (Third Rail 
Repertory), The Importance of Being Earnest, 
and the world premiere of Magellanica by 
E.M. Lewis (Artists Repertory Theatre). 2018 
kicked off with costume design for the world 
premiere of Wings of Fire, a musical by Hayley 
Hoffmeister Green. I was also promoted to 
full professor at Willamette University.  A

Jeremy Hight ’98 says: “My writing and art 
is being archived this year by a university, the 
Whitney Museum, and by the International 
ELO (Electronic Literature Organization). 
My book of short fiction, What Remains, was 
made by taking all the sci-fi out of famous Sci 
Fi films. Published last year by Free Dogma 
press, What Remains was nominated for 
two writing awards. I am currently making 
poems from gifs and working on a novel. I 
am judging the international digital creative 
festival ISEA in Durban, South Africa, and a 
competition for a writing award.”

Evan “Bones” Kendall ’98 says he’s “on 
stage at the Laugh Factory in Hollywood, 
introducing the show he helped create, a 
fundraiser for Los Angeles City College, 
featuring the ‘Comedians with Disabilities 
Act’ from northern California.”

Arianne MacBean ’98 says that in 2015, 
her LA-based dance-theater group, The 
Big Show Co., embarked on a community 
performance initiative called, The Collective 
Memory Project, inspired by survival 
memories of U.S. military veterans. Arianne 
facilitated free Memory Writing Workshops 
for veterans at the LA Public Library and the 
text generated there became script material. 
Works-in-progress were presented at The 
Brand Library in Glendale, ARC in Pasadena, 
and El Camino College. In February 2017 
four veterans performed alongside The 
Big Show Co. at Hollywood Legion Post 42. 
With generous funding from the City of Los 
Angeles’ Department of Cultural Affairs and 
the California Arts Council, The Big Show 
Co. is now poised for its biggest season ever. 
Ford Theatres is hosting a 2018 spring resi-
dency consisting of 15 Memory Movement 
Workshops and presenting the world 
premiere of The Collective Memory Project in 

15th Anniversary with a huge group show! 
2018 kicked off with a mid-career survey of 
Reverend Jen’s art, including film screen-
ings and a re-creation of her infamous 
L.E.S. Troll Museum. To celebrate women’s 
month, MF Gallery will host an all-female 
Breastfeeding Art Show. Also, this year will 
have a solo show by Brazilian queer punk 
artist, Fernando Carpaneda, and MF Gallery’s 
Annual Halloween and Toy Shows. Martina 
continues to work on and exhibit her paint-
ings at MF Gallery and other spaces.

Brad Comfort ’03 says he’s been working 
with P!nk as her editor since the release of 
her Beautiful Trauma album and current 
2018 World Tour of the same name. He 
most recently created and edited her latest 
music video, Whatever You Want, an inti-
mate behind-the-scenes look at P!nk’s tour 
rehearsals and performances, depicting her 
life as a wife, mother, and pop star. Brad was 
also asked to edit a short documentary film 
to introduce the What About Us performance 
in her current show. When he sat down with 

P!nk to discuss the 
film, she told him 
she wanted to create 
something moving, 
that wasn’t pandering 
or preachy, something 
that her daughter or 
any young girl or boy 
could be inspired 
by. She gave him the 
freedom to create 
within the framework 
of the Cash Cash 
remix of this song, 
which she particularly 
loved. Brad decided 
to use a mixture of 
news footage clips, 
music videos from her 
archive, and inter-
views she had selected 
for him to use, which 

presented her political views and values. The 
Beautiful Trauma World Tour opened March 
1, with tour dates scheduled this year across 
the US, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. 
 F

Goh Kurosawa ’03 checks in: “Hello friends 
at CalArts! 2018 started with shows in the 
Pacific Northwest, Zihuatanejo International 
Guitar Festival in Mexico, and now I am on 

Herb Alpert’s Tijuana Brass) Pasquale (Pat) 
Senatore. Joseph recently updated his two 
textbooks for guitar, Guitar Improvisation 
and Guitar Mosaic, and re-released his CD 
Passages, featuring CalArts alumni Eric 
Barber, Randy Gloss, Larry Steen, and 
Miroslav Tadic.

Reynier Molenaar ’00 says, “My latest 
short film, Strain, has picked up two new 
awards, winning the Expo Film Award at the 
Latino Comics Expo, and Best Horror Film 
at the Latino Shorts Festival in New York 
City. Strain has been selected for competi-
tion in 12 international festivals, including 
screenings in Spain, Nigeria, Canada, and 
across the United States. Strain follows two 
survivors of the zombie apocalypse who 
must travel across an eerily abandoned Los 
Angeles in order to save their lives—and 
their humanity.”  D

John Churchville ’01 was named as a semi-fi-
nalist (top 25) in the 2018 Grammy Music 
Educator Award for his work with student 
composition and musical ownership. His 
Indian fusion group, Sumkali, just released 
its fourth album, titled “Dha Re Dha,” 
(after completing a successful Kickstarter 
campaign in which it raised $10,000). 
Sumkali has also been invited to present and 
perform at the 2018 Association for Popular 
Music Education’s National Conference 
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee in June, as 
well as the International Society for Music 
Education’s 2018 International Conference 
in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Juli Crockett ’01 checks back in, “Serving 
my second year on the Board of Directors 
of the California Cannabis Industry 
Association (CCIA), and was elected in 
January as the Chair of their Legislative 
Committee. Recruited in January by a leading 
cannabis consulting company (MMLG) to 
be its Director of Compliance. Also named 
Producing Director of the legendary Padua 
Playwrights (founded by Maria Irene Fornes, 
Sam Shepard, and Murray Mednick) and have 
been writing/directing/performing monthly 
in LA for an ongoing theater experiment 
called Jack Benny with fellow CalArts alums 
Shaughn Buchholz, Brian Tichnell, and 
Jenny Greer. Life is weird. Attached photo 
(from left to right) shows my friends Linda 
Wallem (creator of Nurse Jackie), Elizabeth 
Warren (rock star), and Melissa Etheridge 
(rock star) on a trip to Washington, D.C. to 
talk about cannabis regulation.”  E
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